CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1-11 (Canceled) 

12. (New) A filter plate press with a plurality of filter 
plates, a resilient diaphragm being provided attached to one 
side only of each plate, along with means for supplying fluid 
at an elevated temperature between each diaphragm and the 
respective plate whereby to apply heat to the filter cake in 
the filter chambers on either side of the plate, each plate 
including at least a part thereof which defines, or is 
adjacent with, in use, the filter chamber, of a transfer 
material with a high thermal conductivity, such that in use 
heat is transferred from the elevated temperature fluid 
through the transfer material to the filter chamber on the 
opposite side of the plate. 

13. (New) A press according to claim 12, wherein the 
transfer material is steel. 

14. (New) A press according to claim 12, wherein the 
transfer material is provided as a core of the filter plate, 
with a covering thereon of a different material . 

15. (New) A press according to claim 14, wherein the 
covering is of rubber. 

16. (New) A method of filtration using a filter plate 
press according to claim 12, the method including supplying 
heated fluid between the diaphragms and respective plates to 
apply heat and pressure to the filter cake in the respective 
filter chamber, and also to supply heat to the filter chamber 
on the opposite side of the filter plate. 

17. (New) A method according to claim 16, wherein the 
heated fluid is hot water or steam. 

18. (New) A method according to claim 16, wherein the 
heated fluid is continuously recirculated during use. 



19. (New) A method according to claim 18, wherein the 
heated fluid is continuously recirculated during use. 
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